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Japan UPOV

1947   Agricultural Seeds and
Seedlings Law

1972 1961/1972 Act

1978  PVP and Seed Act 1978 Act

1982 Join UPOV 1978 Act

1991                                                    1991 Act

1998 Amendment of the Act
Join UPOV 1991 Act

History of PVP System in Japan



Source: UPOV Board.

Note: QZ(CPVO) has a common PVP system within the EU (28 countries).

※No data of the number of Registration in UA (2016).

Application (2016) Registration (2016) Right to survive (2016)

Rank Country Application (%) to total Rank Country Registration (%) to total Rank Country
Right to 

survive
(%) to total

1 QZ 3299 20% 1 QZ 2980 24% 1 QZ 25148 21%

2 CN 2923 18% 2 CN 2132 17% 2 US 24375 21%

3 US 1604 10% 3 US 1703 14% 3 JP 8339 7%

4 UA 1274 8% 4 JP 941 7% 4 NL 7937 7%

5 JP 977 6% 5 KR 834 7% 5 CN 6781 6%

6 KR 966 6% 6 RU 592 5% 6 KR 4801 4%

7 NL 804 5% 7 NL 588 5% 7 RU 4739 4%

8 RU 772 5% 8 BR 301 2% 8 UA 3635 3%

9 AU 387 2% 9 ZA 247 2% 9 ZA 2894 2%

10 BR 326 2% 10 CA 239 2% 10 AU 2554 2%

： ： ： ： ： ： ： ： ： ： ： ：

Total 16,455 100% Total 12,550 100% Total 117,427 100%

Application and Registration Status in Japan
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Foreign countries varieties

Domestic varieties

No. of Resistrations

No. of DUS growing tests

979

1533

Trend, Application and Growing test in Japan



Registration Status in Japan

Ornamental 
Plants, 61%Ornamental 

trees, 17%

Vegetables, 7%

Agriculutural 
crops, 5%

Fruits, 5%
Others, 5%

Registration number by breeder
(～March 31.2017)

Seed 
company, 

53%Individual, 
27%

Local government, 
10%

Food company, 5%

National 
government, 4%

Agri. 
Cooperative, 1%

Type of Breeder
(～March 31.2017)

Total Registration number:25,949

(～March 31,2017)



Outline of PVP System in Japan

Reject

Examination

・ Distinctness

・ Uniformity

・ Stability

・ Novelty

・ Denomination

Registration

PVP Office (MAFF)

DUS

growing test

NCSS

Plant Breeder

New plant variety

Registered variety

PBR

(Plant Breeder’s Right)

Granting of the right  

Application

Civil remedies

Criminal penalties

(Customs Law)

User of the variety

Payment of 

Royalty
Permission

Action against 

infringement

Unauthorized 
user

PVP

G-men

NCSSsupport

Direct Comparison, Cultivation Test, DNA analysis



DUS Examination Methods

DUS Examination

PVPO (MAFF)

On-site Inspection

Entrust

NCSS

Report

･Relevant administrative organs 

･Educational institutions

･Other institutions

(whom it finds appropriate)

DUS growing test

DUS Test Report

Notify

Documentary Examination
(Include Foreign Test Report)

Novelty

Denomination



Procedure of DUS Growing Test in Japan

NCSS HQs.

Selection of 

Similar Varieties

Testing  place

Work Plan

Cultivation

DUS Assessment

DUS Test Report

PVPO (MAFF)

Test Design

Notice Report

Nishi-Nihon Stn.

HQs at Tsukuba

Unzen Stn.

Yatsugatake Stn.

< Testing place > 

・Mild climate

・Plain

・Warm climate

・ Plain

・Warm climate

・Slightly higher 

mountain

・Cool climate

・High mountain



Selection of Similar Varieties

we select the similar varieties from…

・Registered varieties data

・Data of varieties tested in the past test

・Catalog

・Internet information                    etc.

Database Work scenery



Work plan

work plan:Solanum lycopersicum L.

・Outline of cultivation

1.Cropping type…Rain sheild cultivation

2.Sowing…Mid March

3.Transplanting…Mid April

4.Planting…Mid May

5.Trial layout…Ridge width 80cm、Path width 85cm

6.Fertilization

total base fertilizer
additional

fertilizer
compost

30 8 22 2,000kg/10a

20 20 0

30 8 22

・Variety list

・Trial layout

Variety A
Variety B

Variety C

example variety

Variety D

Variety E

similar variety

nitrogen

phosphoric acid

potassium

Fertilizer(kg/10a)

candidate variety

80

80 80

品種間
40

530

800

40
150

A

800 B

C

D

85

E

85 80

Work Plan

・Outline of Cultivation

・Variety List

・Chart of Cultivation & 

Assessment

・Trial layout

・Materials List



Cultivation

- Test Guidelines for Tomato (Solanum lycopersicum L.)

- In the case of vegetatively propagated varieties, each test should be 

designed to result in a total of at least 20 plants, which should be divided 

between at least two replicates.



Assessment (National TG and Manual)

National Test Guideline Manual 

(Based on National TG)



Assessment

Measurement Observation

Taking photo
Assessment Confirmation

by more than 3 staffs



DUS Test Report

・Result of Assessment

・Characteristic Table

・Report Photo

・Outline of the Test

・Assessment Table

・Weather conditions 

during the Test

・Table of Cultivation 

Management

Report photo

Test Peport



DUS Test Report

Testing places(NCSS)

PVPO (MAFF)

Submit

Check the DUS Report 

Submit

Headquarters(NSCC)



Thank you very much for your attention


